the sadness, shame, humiliation, defeat, and disgrace
of his reign the king was at 59 granted ' one altogether
glorious and splendid day, the last great day of radiant
joy and hope that old Poland was to know', the day
of'the adoption of the Constitution of the Third of
May.

And now his court. Stanislaw fitted beautifully
into his conception of his court as an eastern and
smaller Versailles. His love of good architecture,
fine clothes, elegant manners and handsome people,
his personal culture and talents, and the existence of
the French example of Louis XV and Louis XVI
combined to bring about a gay, light-hearted and
beautiful court in which there was a welcome place for
poets, painters, musicians and scientists, and, one must
add, adventurers, charlatans, and gamblers. What
August II had done crudely Stanislaw did with taste
and elegance. His Thursday dinners at the -palace
were gatherings of the elite of the world of .art and
letters, and with his high patronage ' literature, science
and the arts were galvanized into new life', as were
also the drama, opera, and journalism.

French and Italian painters were brought to Poland
by the king, and others came of their own initiative
to this favourable field for their activity; and naturally
the king's example was imitated by his great nobles,
many of whom were men of huge fortunes. The king's
Warsaw potteries producing the greatly prized Belve-
dere-ware, were the inspiration of other porcelain-